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 24th April 2020 

Dear Lisa 
 

It is with great pleasure that I can inform you that the Autism Accreditation 
Award Committee have awarded the Holmewood School an Advanced 
Accredited Award according to our expectations for a specialist educational 
provision.  
 
Advanced awards are only given to provisions who offer excellent person 
centred support showing a high level of consistency and quality rooted in a 

specialist understanding of best practice in the field of autism. 
 
An effective balance is achieved between a strong focus on well-being and 
practical life skills and access to academic opportunities appropriate to the 
age and ability of the students. A transdisciplinary team of therapists and 
teaching staff work closely together to develop and regularly update 
individualised packages of support with a strong focus on exploiting skills, 

strengths and interests. Therapeutic opportunities are expansive and diverse 
and fully integrated into everyday classroom practice. 
 
Staff differentiated their language when working with individual students and 
personalised visual supports were made available when necessary. Time is 
given for students to think and process information. Staff show an awareness 
of the need for students to sensory regulate by offering regular Movement 

breaks and on-going access to sensory items and activities   
 
The award winning well-being and life skills curriculum is a clear strength of the 
school. There is also a strong a commitment to empowering students to have 
the confidence and skills to express opinion and advocate for themselves and 
others. This includes explicit teaching in understanding neurodiversity and the 
strengths and challenges of autism. 
 

Ofsted confirm that outcomes for autistic students in their personal 
development, behaviour and their welfare is outstanding with students making 
good academic progress from their different starting points.  Feedback from 
parents who completed the Autism Accrediation on-line confidential survey is 
impressive with over 80 % rating the support their child receives as outstanding.  
 
The committee consider that the school should ensure that students are 

provided with regular opportunities to develop their skills in peer teamwork. 

tel:020%207833%202299


Consideration should also be given to how to best deploy learning assistants 

to promote student independence. However whilst these are considered 

important areas to address, the committee do not feel they detract from the 

overall success of the school and the transformative effect it has on its students. 

The committee was left in no doubt that the school achieves impressive 

outcomes for its students and has a considerable impact on the well-being 

and quality of life of these young autistic people as they progress through the 

school and transition to adulthood. 

 

Your feedback on the process is of great value to us, and if you have not done 
so already, and are able, please complete our brief feedback survey using the 
following link: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AccreditationEvaluation19-20/  

 
Congratulations again on this achievement, the committee look forward to 
your continued success and development.  
 
Yours Sincerely 

Christine Flintoft-Smith 
Christine Flintoft-Smith 
Head of Autism Accreditation (North) 
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