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Newsletter
Friday 25th March 2022
Dear Families,
The end of term has finally arrived and it’s been a very lovely end for everyone. The
Easter bunny paid a visit to the Lower School and left a number of things for students to
find and treats to enjoy. At the Upper School, end of term was celebrated with a pizza
party for all.
This week was also World Autism Awareness Week and I’ve really enjoyed hearing

students share their experiences of autism and their hopes for the future. We have some
very talented and confidence young people in our school and I hope that one day, they
will go on and share their stories of inspiration more widely with others. Special thanks go
to Ms Wiltshire, Lead Autism Teacher, who organised all our events this week; and to the
students, staff, parent and sibling volunteers who gave talks to the whole community
about their own life as an autistic person. Thank you so much!
In other news, I can now announce that we have successfully appointed Molly Haydon as
our new Drama Teacher in September to take over from Matilda Axetorn. Ms Haydon is
already known to the students as she has worked with us for several weeks on a supply
basis earlier this year. She comes to us with over 20 years of experience of teaching and
working with dynamic young people such as those at Holmewood.
Best wishes to you all and Happy Easter to those celebrating. We will see you all again in
three weeks time on Wednesday 20th April.
Ms Camilleri
Executive Head Teacher

Dates For Your Diary
Fri 25th Mar - End of spring term
Mon 18th Apr - Bank holiday
Tues 19 Apr - Inset day
Wed 20th Apr - Summer term (1st half) starts

Acceptance
The students were lucky yesterday because our very own Autistic educational rockstar
Mr Gibbs presented the Upper School assembly for World Autism Acceptance Week.
The assembly was written by the National Autistic Society and was aimed at mainstream
secondary students. Slides rolled on listing negative statistics and potential deficits that
relate to people with Autism in what I assume was an attempt to educate young people
who need to know more. Well our young people know more than most on these topics,
so I wondered how they would react.
In true Mr Gibbs fashion, he presented the information so that the students were able to
relate. He showed this diagram about traits of autism:

As each bubble appeared, he said ‘does anyone relate to this’ and many students put
their hands up. When it came to the fourth bubble ‘face high levels of anxiety in social
situations’ there was an audible agreement and most hands rose.
But the best part was when students were asked what this school does differently to
support young people with Autism. They had so many lovely comments, such as the fact
that we listen and understand, the therapy, the small class sizes and so on. One student
said the main difference was that ‘everyone here is autistic, so that helps’.
Something they didn’t mention was that this school supports them to not just accept their
autism but to embrace it. Helping them to reflect on their strengths and needs, openly
communicating with them about self-regulation and social skills, and providing role

models who understand them (like Mr Gibbs) means our students can engage in such an
assembly about autism in a reflective and positive manner.
This year the NAS changed the word Awareness to Acceptance to acknowledge that the
world is ready to move on from merely knowing what Autism is. World Autism Awareness
Week has always been a time for celebration at Holmewood. We’re a little ahead of our
time, so perhaps in the future the festivities will be renamed ‘World Autism Celebration
Week’.
Ms B Young
Head of Upper School

World Autism Acceptance Week Review
A huge thank you to everyone who has helped make WAAW such a great success!
Students have participated in some wonderful activities such as designing t-shirts,
preparing word clouds, painting beach stones etc. See our WAAW gallery at the end of
this newsletter.

Students were also asked to write what they were proud of and/or their hopes for the
future (see photo above). A big well done to Jubilee student, Tiara, who produced a
wonderful autism poster showing what she was especially proud of (see photo below).

I'd like to thank Ros Blackburn for openly sharing about her
own experiences of being autistic. It gave staff a different
insight into autism and allowed for reflection of how we
support our students which will only help us grow in terms of
our practice.
After the Easter holiday, you will be contacted to gather
information about when the best time to reschedule the parent

talk to is so you too can have the opportunity to hear her
speak.
Special thanks to Holmewood parent Sarah Wall for delivering
a fascinating talk about her experience of University and the
highs and lows that can bring.
Sarah was diagnosed with autism in 2018. She has a Master's
from Oxford university and has worked in the City of London
for over 20 years, in a range of high profile roles. She was a
senior pension fund manager at Aviva and head of investment
risk at a major insurance company.
These days, in order to balance work, family and her own autistic needs, she has a
"portfolio career". She works part time as a consultant to River & Mercantile, focusing on
investment on renewable energy infrastructure, such as car charging and wind farms.
She also works as a Non-Executive Director - she Chairs the Audit & Risk Committee for
Waltham Forest's Affordable Housing development company, and sits on the Board. She
also sits on the Board of the company responsible for running the Government's £5bn
affordable housing loan programme, and chairs their Credit Committee. In her spare
time, she is studying for a law degree.
I greatly appreciate all the work that you put into delivering such a brilliant talk Sarah.

Thanks to Livia for sharing your autism journey to the students
at our Lower School.
You did so with such confidence and as a result, the students
listened with great interest.
What a super star!

I'd also like to say a big thank you to Hugo (and Ms Gasseu-Dryer) for sharing his
personal experiences of life after school and all the options that it brings. The message is
so much more meaningful for our students when it comes from someone who is currently
going through the experience!

Many thanks to all of the incredible staff who work tirelessly to support our students
however they can! Without you, none of this would be possible!
And finally a big thank you, to all the students that make THSL such a wonderful and
unique place to be!
Don't forget that a group of staff will be completing the NAS Spectrum Night Walk on
Saturday 2nd April 2022. If you would like to make a donation the JustGiving page link is

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thsl?newPage=True.
Thank you all and have a wonderful Easter break.
Ms Wiltshire
Lead Autism Teacher

Bakerloo have had a positive last few weeks. Everyone is very tired and ready for the
break.
On Monday, Bakerloo and Northern joined together for a fun filled reward trip. We went
to Oxygen trampoline park and it was refreshing to see the students let go and
completely be themselves. At one point, all staff and students were in a huge foam pit
just throwing foam pieces at each other! In the afternoon the students went to buy
themselves lunch and chilled for the rest of the afternoon.
The students have been thinking about their careers and their choices for next year.
A few students visited Barnet and Southgate college last week. They were very keen to
look around the college and enjoyed talking to the tutors and students. The staff who
went with them were very impressed with their maturity and attitude whilst in the college.
The students had a great science week. The sixth form staff made some fantastic dry ice
mocktails which the students were fascinated by.

Today, to mark the end of the term, we are planning a great event for all the students to
enjoy a well deserved party. We are having pizza, a beauty station, games, dancing and
making sure we all have fun.
I am so proud of our students with regards to their resilience and independence this
term.
Myself and the Bakerloo team hope you all have a lovely Easter break and look forward
to seeing the students when they return.
Ms Gunning
Bakerloo Form Teacher

World Autism Acceptance Week Gallery

Designated Team For Child Protection And
Safeguarding
If you are a student and have been harmed, or are at risk of harm, these are the people
who can help. You can also talk to us if you are worried that another student is at risk of
harm.
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