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Newsletter
Friday 22nd April 2022
Dear Families,
Welcome back for the summer term at The Holmewood School. As I write, the weather is
warm and the sun is shining and I take this to be a sign that this term will be happy and
eventful. As always, the summer term is the busiest one for us. We have a number of
events planned this term including a celebratory tea party for the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, Sports Day, Student of the Year Awards, Sixth Form Graduation, student TED
talks, our annual OT Food Festival, and our annual Summer Family Fair. As we progress
through the term, we will confirm arrangements and hope to see you at some of these
events.
Next Friday (29th April) I will be holding my termly Parent Partnership meeting online at
10.45. I’m hoping that I will be able to share with you some plans for my maternity cover,
and Andy Lamb will be talking to you about Quality Assurance in the classroom and
where we excel in teaching and learning. Please let Simon Hardwick in the office know if
you would like to attend and we will have an invite sent to you.

Finally, thank you to all those families who sponsored
Stephanie Wiltshire and the team of staff here that did
the Night Walks for the NAS during the Easter
break. With your help they managed to raise £250 for
the charity.

Wishing you all a happy weekend.
Ms Camilleri
Executive Head Teacher

Dates For Your Diary
Mon 2nd May - Bank holiday
Mon 30th May - Fri 3rd June - Half-term
Mon 6th June - Inset day
Tues 7th June - Summer term (2nd half) starts
Tues 7th June - Queen's Diamond Jubilee Tea Party for students and
staff at both sites (2pm - 3.15pm)
Thurs 14th July - End of term
Fri 15th July - Inset day

Autumn term student return date: Wednesday 7th September 2022

A Skulduggery Success Story
A friend of mine messaged me yesterday to say congratulations on my ten year
anniversary working at The Holmewood School. While I myself didn’t remember the
occasion, I must admit that the gravity of the milestone has been sinking in.
When I started at Holmewood in 2012 I was appointed as the English teacher. Writing
and reading is a passion of mine and in 2014 I set about trying to engage a very able,
but also slightly unruly group of year nine students. I decided to use the book
Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy, and boy were they hooked. At the time, I wrote a
blog about the whole thing for Collins Publishing, which you can read here:
https://freedomtoteach.collins.co.uk/a-skulduggery-success-story-2/
Fast forward a few years and a few career promotions to the end of Spring term 2022.
One of the Upper School students burst into my office to ask if he could leave at lunch
time one afternoon to go to meet the author Derek Landy at a book signing. Just like my
students before him, he has been captivated by the Skulduggery Pleasant series of
books. I agreed on two conditions - that he would use this as a travel training opportunity

and that I could attend the signing with him.
On Wednesday this young man and his classmate took me to Central London. We
queued for three hours to meet Derek Landy and while waiting I had many interesting
discussions with the two, talking about future career pathways, mental health and living
independently. We discussed how impressive Derek Landy was (and how rich he must
be as a result). In the end, Mr Landy did not disappoint and the three of us were
starstruck as he engaged us in discussion, asked us for a picture, asked us questions
and let us ask questions. After all of the excitement, the two young people jumped on the
tube during rush hour and travelled home independently.

Holmewood has changed a lot since I joined in 2012, and in my humble opinion, we have
gone from strength to strength. However, even though change always comes, it’s nice to
see some things, like the love for a book about a crime fighting skeleton, never change.
Ms B Young
Head of Upper School

Ambitious About Autism
Dear parents/guardians
We are excited to be working with Ambitious about Autism.
Ambitious about Autism is working in partnership to offer supported internships at the
Whittington Hospital in North London. The internships are aimed at young people ages
16-25 who have an EHCP and would like to move into work but need that extra support

to do so. This exciting opportunity focuses on students learning a range of skills ranging
from housekeeping, computers and IT, to kitchen assistant and lab work.
We have been invited to attend an information event which will take place on the 12th
May at 4-6pm at The Whittington Hospital.
If this is something that your child would like to attend then please email
me vgunning@thsl.org.uk to confirm this. If this is something you are interested in then I
will send out further information nearer the time.
We will take the students there, but they will need to be picked up by their parents at 6pm
at the Whittington Hospital. However it would be lovely if you could attend with your son
or daughter for you to see the Post 19 opportunities that are available.
This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to hear about these great experiences
which they may like to do in the future. They will also be able to hear from current interns
and be able to ask any questions they may have. .
If you would like to know more information about this then please click on the link below
fact sheet for interns and parents.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Ms Gunning
Careers Officer

A very warm welcome back from everyone in Elizabeth class. We hope everyone had a
very restful Easter break and we are looking forward to picking up where we left off at the
end of last term.
This term is a really important one for the students as we begin the countdown to the
transition to the Upper School. This can be a difficult transition for the students and I
know there are a lot of nerves but I have been really pleased to see how excited
everyone is to take the next step in their Holmewood journey.
Over the course of the next term the students will be taking part in various transition
activities, which will allow them to familiarise themselves with the new site and give them
the chance to socialise with the students at the Upper School. We are looking forward to
sending out further information on when these activities will take place.
Special mentions on this first week back go to Natty for an excellent presentation on
pollution in English, Jonathan and Felix for some brilliant work in algebra, Ekin for making

it to the extension task in Maths and Huxley for reading through his presentation in
English despite being a bit nervous.
We leave you with individual summaries of Elizabeth Class students half-term holiday
experiences. They are happy to share them but only on an anonymous basis. Maybe you
can guess the student!
Anonymous Student A
My Easter holiday was absolutely PACKED! On the 29th of March it was my birthday, in
which I went to the cinema, got some sick clothes, had some delicious food, it was
fantastic!
The following week I mainly just relaxed, went skateboarding, played XBox (not too
much). I had a few more days before I went to Suffolk. So I went trampolining into Brent
Cross and in the following afternoon I went to a fun fair and went on a ride that went
really high and spun around, it was fantastic! A few days later, I went to Suffolk and swam
in the sea, played cricket, and that pretty much it.
Anonymous Student B
Easter 2022 was a holiday I’ll probably remember for a long time. It was a holiday where
I was able to focus on skills of particular interest, and reshape my future. The Majority of
my holiday was used to play on the bar box 6/7 foot pool table at Hollywood Bowl. IT
WAS BRILLIANT! The only thing that was annoying about the experience was balls, and
the cues and chalk. The balls on each of the 3 tables were messed up, the cues played
well but didn’t have the best tips, and the chalk was nowhere to be seen. Overall, it was
the most focused holiday I’ve ever had!
Anonymous Student C
On my holidays I watched two films in the cinema with my family, the films were both two
hours long. I also spent the holiday celebrating birthdays, starting with my grandma, my
dad, my brother and finally myself. I got a bit sick of the birthday song to be honest. I
went to a park with my dogs and family for a long walk enjoying the weather. Overall, I
had a nice holiday.
Anonymous Student D
I had a wonderful time at Lee Valley farm. We had an Easter egg hunt and ate some
delicious chocolate. Later I watched a Turkish football match with my cousins and
enjoyed some Krispy Kreme donuts…lovely.
I later ate a food I’d never tried before. Calamari! Believe it or not it’s actually fried squid
but it tasted wonderful. Looking forward to trying it again in a restaurant next time I get a
chance. After that me and my cousins played a bit of football ourselves, followed by
some tasty ice cream.
Anonymous Student E
My holiday was nothing short of relaxing. A long awaited break from school and other
forms of work. I finally got to go to France, which I had been waiting for some time to
visit. I also assembled a model ship, which was lots of fun. I started developing film as a
little hobby which is a great thing to get into. I also went to a trampolining park, where we

not only trampolined, but also got some pizza and went on a few rides that were in an
amusement park just next around the corner. The rides were brilliant (and not at all scary
in any way or sort). I spent Easter with my family, with close relatives coming over to
have dinner. So, overall I would say my Easter holiday was amazing.
Well done to everyone for an excellent start back and we look forward to seeing Isaac
next week.
Have a wonderful weekend from everyone in Elizabeth.
Mr Berko-Boateng & Mr Gibbs
Elizabeth Class

Dear Families,
Welcome back after the Easter Holidays!
It was so lovely to hear what everyone has been up to over the holidays. Students have
come back well-rested and focused, getting back into the swing of things for their last
term of lessons and college.
It was great to see Maddie back at college with enthusiasm to learn all about parasites!
Sewing club is back on and students are being creative as ever! Faye and Livia made
beautiful napkins with mitred corners!

Central Class are all happy to welcome back Ms Sherriff as our co-form tutor after her
maternity leave.
We all can’t wait to see what the Summer Term will bring!

Central Class Team

SaLT Therapy News
At the end of last term, we worked with Ms Wiltshire to build on our positive language
around autism and neurodiversity, and we supported some heartwarming, hilarious,
insightful and moving (sometimes all of these!) discussions during World Autism
Acceptance Week.
We have saved our favourite quotes. Here are a selection:
“One of my biggest strengths is getting someone to be as passionate as me about an
interest!”
“It feels like autistic people are still limited in being themselves … this needs to change.”
In response to “you’re autistic? But you seem normal!”
“... more normal than your face … or your mum!”
“what the hell is YOUR benchmark for normal?”
“Something I am very proud of is trusting another school and going in every day after
having anxiety about it”
“Something I am proud of is speaking up more often and growing in my confidence”
“It is great being with people like me because most of my life I felt isolated to the world”
“In the future I hope to find someone who will love me for me…I want to write about
people that wouldn't be talked about a lot”
“My best quality is being kind”
“As an autistic person I take information differently so I have a different view of the world.
I am sensitive to my surroundings.”
“I hope people have a better view of us (autistic people)”.
“My mainstream experience wasn’t great, I got lost in the system mainly because I'm a
black autistic girl…My experience now is very different…I have more support and my
needs are being met”.
Ms Wallis-Jones & Ms Shafique
SaLT Therapy Team

The Holmewood Gallery

Designated Team For Child Protection And
Safeguarding
If you are a student and have been harmed, or are at risk of harm, these are the people
who can help. You can also talk to us if you are worried that another student is at risk of
harm.
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